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Excavations at Hazor
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"Solomonic Gate"

Dated to the 10th century BCE, this gate
has six chambers and two towers. Similar
gates have been uncovered at Megiddo
and Gezer. A summary of King Solomon'’s
activities indeed indicates that the king
built Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer. Note to
the left of the gate, the double (casemate)
which enclosed the western half of
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the Upper City.
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A reconstruction of the

L.\ The connection between Hazor, “Solomonic Gate”

Megiddo and Gezer is reflected in
the following verse that describes
Solomon’s building activities: “This
was the purpose of the forced
labor which Solomon imposed: It
was to build the House of the p g | \\‘-\

Lord, his own palace, the Millo,

and the wall of Jerusalem, and 7105% 10-71 FINDT 19 093 H9as

,.m f()rllf_\‘] Hazor, Megiddo, and /‘\n assemblage of vessels from the 10th ( e “.%T’

Gezer” (1 Kings 9:15). R / i‘
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Solomon’s Gate at Hazor



Excavations at Hazor



Excavations of Canaanite king’s palace at Hazor



Palace of the Canaanite
Kings of Hazor

This palace, which served the kings of Hazor during
the 14th-13th centuries BCE, is of a ceremonial
nature (The administrative palace is to be sought
elsewhere on the site). The plan, consisting of a
courtyard and a throne room, and constructional
elements of the building — combining stone, mud-
brick and wood — show a distinct influence from

northern Canaan (present-day Syria).

The floor of the throne room was originally made
of wood; the present floor is reconstructed. The
large quantities of wood incorporated into the
walls, floor, and roof of the building contributed
to a major conflagration, remnants of which are
clearly visible on the walls of the structure and
on the basalt slabs covering the lower part of the
walls. The palace, like the rest of Hazor, was
destroyed by fire when Hazor
Ay fell Joshua 11:10-13).
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A reconstruction of the
Canaanite palace

Inscriptions found at Hazor
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Canaanite palace at Hazor



Canaanite palace at Hazor



Olive press at Hazor
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An oil press of the 8th century B.C.E.
The olives were crushed in the pasalt crushing
pasin. The crushed olives were put in reed
woven baskets and placed on top of the press
bed. Pressure was applied to the crushed
olives by the beam from the end of which
stone weights were suspended. The oil was
collected in the vat sunk into the courtyard
floor

Nearly twenty similar oil presses are known $Q
far, most of them in the north of the country.
In the central part and in Judaea oil presses

of a slightly different kind were used at the time.
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